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A word from Pastor Ryan,
It’s July, which means 2020 is 50% over. I 
think we all can offer our Amen to this.

Reading back through my letter in the last 
newsletter, written in early May, I am nearly 
embarrassed at my hopeful tone. I spoke of 
us coming back together and church life 
getting back to normal (with precautions, of 
course). We have come back together but 
things are clearly not back to normal. The 
cases of Covid-19 have increased steeply in 
Mississippi and, though our county has been 
spared the worst of it up till now, cases also 
are rising here. Having taken two steps 
forward, it feels like we are having to take (at 
least) one step back. Of course, it’s not just 
the inconvenience of it that exasperates us 
but the sickness and suffering of our friends 
and neighbors who have contracted the 
virus.

Add to the steadily advancing march of this 
virus the murder of George Floyd and the 
ensuing tsunami of racial trauma and strife 
that has overwhelmed our nation. Peaceful 
protests devolving into all-out riots. Online

“Our vision is to live and share the ministry of reconciliation in Clarksdale, in Mississippi, and around the world.”
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discussions degenerating into an all-out 
war of hateful words. Deep hurt and sharp 
resentment coming to the surface in a 
moment, unbidden and visceral. I hope you 
were able to tune in to the discussions Mark 
Webb and I held online about these issues. I 
hope reframing this moment within the 
categories of the Biblical story—Creation, 
Fall, Redemption, and Consummation—has 
been helpful for your thinking and 
empower you to act and speak virtuously. I 
give thanks for the opportunity this 
moment has presented for us to have these 
hard conversations, particularly in light of
our church’s vision. I want you to know that 
I have attempted to lead us with the utmost 
care through these perilous waters in a 
manner that guards both the purity and 
peace of the Lord’s church. If in any way I
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MORE OF PASTOR RYAN’S LETTER
have failed to do or say the 
right thing, I ask the Lord’s 
mercy upon me. And so have 
been these last two months of 
the first half of 2020! “Come, 
Lord Jesus, come.” And if not, 
at least, “Come, 2021, come.”

But ministry goes on and the 
Holy Spirit is still at work in 
our midst. In this newsletter 
you’ll read a report on our
Backyard Bible Club by my
lovely wife. Also, there is an 
overview of our newest 
Supported   Ministry, Reclaimed in Marks, MS, which is the work of church members Daniel 
and Kendall Myrick. And don’t forget to read my third entry on the book our Session is studying
together this year, One Body, One Spirit, in which I call us to be a church and individuals who 
“build bridges” for the Gospel across the racial/cultural lines of our community.

I’m grateful to be your servant in Christ,

Ryan

JULY & AUGUST BIRTHDAYS

JULY

Bobby Spinks           7/12
Daniel Shannon      7/15
Nathan Duff 7/16
Na’Shya Jackson      7/19
Buck Falls 7/20
Olivia Dean 7/23
Bo Jones, III 7/24
Carnita Williams    7/26
Kirk Jones 7/29
Cali Noland 7/31

AUGUST
Van Williams 8/02
Bridgette Walton      8/03
Joey Young 8/03
Rich Weiss 8/04
Crawford Jackson     8/04
Terry Smith 8/07
Betty Porter 8/08
Dan Shannon              8/10
Wynne Spinks 8/10
Ricky Weiss 8/15

AUGUST
Beverly Grant 8/19
Jennifer Walton          8/20
Mary Beth Fyfe 8/21
Dudley Barnes             8/24
Aidan Byrd 8/25
Edna Gleason               8/25
Delvin Miller II 8/26
Amanda C. Campos   8/27
Gerry Grant 8/30
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WORSHIP HIGHLIGHTS

J U L Y
Sunday, July 12 –Worship @ 11:00, Mark Webb

Sermon Text: Romans 7:1-6

Sunday, July 19 – Worship @ 11:00, Ryan Dean
Sermon Text: Romans 7:7-25

Sunday, July 26 – Worship @ 11:00, Ryan Dean
Sermon Text: Romans 8:1-11

A U G U S T
Sunday, August 02 – Worship @ 11:00, Ryan Dean

Sermon Text:  Romans 8:12-17

Sunday, August 09 – Worship @ 11:00, Ryan Dean
Sermon Text: Romans 8:18-30

Sunday, August 16 – Worship @ 11:00, Mark Webb
Sermon Text: Romans 8:31-39

Sunday, August 23 – Worship @ 11:00, Ryan Dean
Sermon Text: Romans 9:1-12

Sunday, August 30 – Worship @ 11;00, Ryan Dean
Sermon Text: Romans 9:14-29
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