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“Our vision is to live and share the ministry of reconciliation in Clarksdale, in Mississippi, and 
around the world.” (2 Corinthians 5:18-19)
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A word from Pastor Ryan,

This school year marks a milestone for my family. All three of our kids will be in school for the 
full day, with Olivia beginning Kindergarten, Levi in 3rd grade, and Evan a big-time 5th grader. 
This means we don’t have babies any longer, which triggers mixed feelings in Leslie and me. As 
I have visited the many new babies born into our church over the past few months, I’ve been 
reminded of the sweet joys of having “littles”. But also, if I’m honest, I’ve been reminded of 
the chaos, the sleeplessness, and the hanging-on-for-dear-life typical of those early years. It 
makes me thankful for this stage, when our kids are relatively independent, even as I 
remember fondly (and selectively) earlier stages. As Paul teaches us, we can “give thanks in all 
circumstances”—for each stage brings with it unique reasons for thankfulness.

I am thankful to have served the Lord among you for (coming on) 3 years and look with great 
hope for the days ahead we have to share. I’ll be finishing up my summer preaching series on 
the disciplines of the Christian life by Labor Day and beginning a new series through the Old 
Testament book of Daniel that I’m calling “Living Faithfully in Exile.” I’ve preached through the 
book before and can say that no other series of sermons I’ve preached has made more of a 
lasting impact on my life than these.

Also, the Outreach Team has designated Aug. 25 as TFA Sunday, when we will extend special 
hospitality to TFAs, MTCs, and Reclaimed teachers. They will be honored in Worship and join 
us for a fellowship meal thereafter. As a part of this, these young adults will be offered the 
opportunity to be “adopted” by a family or individual in our church. Adoptive “parents” will 
take responsibility to reach out, show hospitality, and pray for a particular teacher. Please 
consider whether you might be put on the list to serve in this way.
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WORSHIP HIGHLIGHTS

MORE OF PASTOR RYAN’S LETTER
If you aren’t involved in a bible study or Sunday School class, this new school year is a great time to    
jump in. Be looking out for an updated “Ways to Grow” card in the next month. In particular, I am   
praying that the Lord would be pleased this school year to bless us with growth in our children’s 
Sunday School ministry. Laying a biblical foundation for children, both our own and others, should be 
of vital to importance to all parents, grandparents, and to the church as a whole. I pray that you would  
catch a vision for this and do everything your can to make your children and grandchildren’s attendance  
at Sunday School (and Worship) a matter of first priority.

Please let me know how I can serve and pray for you.

Ryan

SEPTEMBER

Sunday, Sept. 01 – Worship @ 11:00, Ryan Dean
Sermon Text: 2 Cor. 9:6-15

Communion
Sunday, Sept. 08 – Worship @ 11:00, Ryan Dean

Sermon Text: Daniel 1

Sunday, Sept. 15 – Worship @ 11:00, Ryan Dean
Sermon Text: Daniel 2

Sunday, Sept. 22 – Worship @ 11:00, Ryan Dean
Sermon Text: Daniel 3

Sunday, Sept. 29 – Worship @ 11:00, Ryan Dean
Sermon Text: Daniel 4

AUGUST

Sunday, Aug. 11  – Worship @ 11:00, Ryan Dean
Sermon Text: Matthew 9:14-17

Communion

Sunday, Aug. 18 – Worship @ 11:00, Ryan Dean
Sermon Text: Psalm 73:1-28

Sunday, Aug. 25  – Worship @ 11:00, Ryan Dean
Sermon Text: Ephesians 4:7-16
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Van Williams 8/02
Bridgette Walton 8/03
Joey Young 8/03
Rich Weiss 8/04
Crawford Jackson 8/04
Terry Smith 8/07
Betty Porter 8/08
Dan Shannon 8/10
Wynne Spinks 8/10
Ricky Weiss 8/15
Beverly Grant 8/19
Jennifer Walton 8/20
Mary Beth Fyfe 8/21
Dudley Barnes 8/24
Aidan Byrd 8/25
Edna Gleason 8/25
Amanda Claire Campos 8/27
Gerry Grant 8/30

SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYSAUGUST BIRTHDAYS

Brook Hodges 9/03
Willis Frazer, Jr. 9/04
Marilyn Gibbs 9/04
Carolyn Davis 9/05
Olivia Smith 9/07
B Bass, V 9/08
Laura Murphy 9/12
Jackson Spinks 9/12
Ally Risner 9/12
Libby Peay 9/15
Daniel Myrick 9/17
Loflin Falls 9/23
Davis Carr, Jr. 9/23
Leah Draper 9/25
Mark Noland 9/25
Kacy Allen Risner 9/28
Linda Hood 9/28
Claire Drew 9/30
John Stoltman 9/30

AUGUST BIRTHDAYS
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

1
Thursday Bible 
Study - 7:00am 
@ Rest Haven

2
Care Station – 8:45
Emily Cooper
Lois McMurchy

3

4
Sunday School - 9:45
Worship – 11:00

Communion

5

PDS SCHOOL 
BOARD MEETING  

5:30 pm

6 7

Young Women’s 
Study 

10:30 am

PDS FIRST ½ DAY 
OF SCHOOL

8

Thursday Bible 
Study - 7:00am 
@ Rest Haven

PDS FIRST DAY 
OF SCHOOL

9
Care Station – 8:45
Need Volunteers!

10

11

Sunday School - 9:45
Worship - 11:00

12 13 14 15

Thursday Bible 
Study - 7:00am 
@ Rest Haven

16

Care Station - 8:45 

Carolyn Davis

17

18
Sunday School - 9:45
Worship – 11:00

Worship 
Committee 

meeting after 
worship

Children & Youth 
Committee 

Meeting - 4:00 pm

19

Deacons’ Meeting
6:00 pm.

20

Session Meeting
5:30 pm

21 22

Thursday Bible 
Study - 7:00am 
@ Rest Haven

23
Care Station – 8:45
Margaret Johnson

24

25
Sunday School-9:45

Worship – 11:00

TFA Luncheon 

after Worship

26

WIC COUNCIL 
MEETING FOR 

SEPT. – 9:30 am

27 28

Outreach 
Committee 

Meeting

29
Thursday Bible 
Study - 7:00am 
@ Rest Haven

30
Care Station – 8:45
Emily Cooper
Lois McMurchy

31

AUGUST
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NOVEMBER

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

1
Sunday School-

9:45

Worship – 11:00

Communion

2

LABOR DAY
NO SCHOOL

3 4

Young Women’s 
Study 

10:30 am

5
Thursday Bible 
Study - 7:00am 
@ Rest Haven

INDEPENDENCE 
DAY

6
Care Station – 8:45
Emily Cooper
Lois McMurchy

7

8

FELLOWSHIP 

BREAKFAST

Sunday School-9:45

Worship – 11:00

9 10

Deacons’ Meeting 
6:00 pm.

PARENTING 
SEMINAR
6:00 P.M.

11

Young Women’s 
Study 

10:30 am

12
Thursday Bible 
Study – 7:00am
@ Rest Haven

13
Care Station – 8:45

Need Volunteers

14

15

Sunday School-9:45

Worship – 11:00

16 17

Session Meeting 
5:30 pm.

18

Young Women’s 
Study 

10:30 am

19
Thursday Bible 
Study – 7:00am
@ Rest Haven

20
Care Station - 8:45
Carolyn Davis

21

22
Sunday School-9:45

Worship – 11:00

23 24 25

Young Women’s 
Study 

10:30 am

26
Thursday Bible 
Study – 7:00am
@ Rest Haven

27
Care Station – 8:45
Margaret Johnson

28

29
Sunday School-9:45

Worship – 11:00

30

SEPTEMBER
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CHURCH ACTIVITIES
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